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The situation of the Kosovar  Roma refugees in 
Macedonia 
 
 
Background information 
 
At the end of March 1999, when a new war took 
in the regions of the Former Yugoslavia (Serbia-
Montenegro and Kosovo), a high number of Roma 
have fled to the neighbouring country, Macedonia.  
 

As more than 300.000 refugees have fled in Ma-
cedonia, several camps have been built up in order 
to accommodate them outside the cities of Skopje, 
Gostivar and Tetovo, on the border with Kosovo. 
At this point international organisations, such as 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) began to monitor the 
situation of the refugees. 
 
From March to June 1999, for the duration of the 
conflicts, some of Roma refugees have been ac-
commodated in private houses (Families). The 
majority of them however remained in camps.  
 
For fear of reprisals reasons many did not declare 
themselves as Roma, and the exact number of Ro-
mani refugees is not known. However, according 
to informal sources, over 15.000 Roma were liv-
ing at that time in Macedonia.    
 
Later on, large numbers of Roma refugees were 
accommodated in the camp of Stenkovec, where 
in September 1999 another group of 600 expelled 
Roma from Kosovo joined them, after waiting for 
several days at the Macedonian-Kosovar border.  

 
In the absence of specific asylum legislation, the 
only status that Macedonia could give to  refugees 
was the status of “persons under humanitarian 
care,”  renewable at every six months. This status 
not approved by the Geneva Convention. 
 
Not being content with the status that they  had 
been awarded, the refugees repeatedly petitioned  
and even demonstrated, within the camp, for a 
status in accordance with the Geneva Convention. 
So far these efforts have been unsuccessful, and 
Roma  refugees remain in the status given when 
they  entered Macedonia. 
 
In December 1999, more than 3.000 refugees 
were settled in Summer resorts throughout Mace-
donia: in Struga, Pretor, Ljubanci, Saraj, Dare 
Bombol, Skopje and Stip.  
 
In Summer 2000, a small new camp was built in 
the municipality of Suto Orizari, near Skopje, and 
1.800 refugees were moved there. The rest re-
mained in the camps in Saraj, Ljubanci and Dare 
Bombol. Some were settled in private houses in 
Kumanovo, Tetovo, Gostivar and Skopje. 
 
The UNHCR forbade the media to enter the camp 
of Suto Orizari, and journalists could not docu-
ment the appalling living conditions of Roma 
refugees. Repeated requests of refugees  to im-
prove their living conditions were not taken into 

consideration by the UNHCR and responsible au-
thorities in Macedonia. Only in a few exception-
ally bad cases the conditions were improved in 
order to relieve mounting social tensions.  
 
In one incident in September 2000, a Roma refu-
gee was beaten by the police on the grounds that a 
relative came to visit him. The authorities ne-

Collateral damages after NATO attack 

UNHCR collective Camp in Shuto Orizari Mai 2000 
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glected the incident, which took place during the 
local elections. The representative of OSCE 
ODIHR, Nikolaj Gheorge, was present during the 
incident. 
 
In 2001, the Roma, Aškalii, and Egyptians started 
leaving Macedonia for Serbia. A very small num-
ber of refugees returned to Kosovo. There were 
cases when refugees who returned to  Kosovo 
were mistreated again. These refugees went back 
to Macedonia and extended their status.  
 
On 6 March 2001, refugees decided to form an 
organization and lodged an application to this end 
to the Primary Court in Skopje. However the ap-
plication was rejected. With the support provided 
by the OSCE/ODIHR and the Roma National 
Congress (RNC) in December 2001, refugees cre-
ated a Refugee Committee. The Committee was 
struggling for media presentation of the refugees’  
efforts to assert their status and rights as refugees 
in FYROM. 
 
During the visit in Macedonia, Sagato Ogata, the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees, stated that 
“ there is no way back to Kosovo for the Roma and 

the Serbs.”  She said that the refugees’  issues will 
be solved according to the UNHCR: some  refu-
gees are subject to repatriation, some are under 
the asylum system in a country where refugees are 
settled at the moment, and some are distributed to 
third countries. But nothing of this is implemented 
in practice. 
 
As refugees were dispersed, the number of those 
settled in Macedonia was reduced from 6.000 to 
3.000, and they were resettled in two camps: in 
Suto Orizari, a municipality where 99 percent of 
the population are Roma, and in Katlanovo, a 

camp situated 20 kilometers away from Skopje. 
 
In August 2001, the UNHCR in partnership with 
the International Organisation for Migration  se-
lected 350 refugees to go to the US, a decision 
that caused a 45-day protest action in front of the 
UNHCR office 
i n Skopj e. 
Many refugees 
did not agree 
with the selec-
tion procedure, 
which in their 
view was inap-
propriate, and 
requested to 
enable their 
return to Kosovo or to a third country.   
 
According to the Refugee Committee, the Head of 
the UNHCR office from Skopje was requested to 
visit refugees, whose living conditions were  dete-
riorating. However, this request was disregarded. 
 
In the end of December 2002, refugees were  in-
formed that the camp in Suto Orizari would be 
closed by the end of March 2003. After receiving 
this notification, refugees requested to meet with 
representatives of the Ministry of Labour and So-
cial Care, the UNHCR and the Mayor of Suto Ori-
zari in order to get a clarification on their future 
status and resettlement, but officials did not re-
spond. 
 
On 3 March 2003, the Ministry of Labour and So-
cial Care together with the UNHCR officially de-
cided to close the camp of Suto Orizari as of 31 
March 2003.  
 
On 14 March 2003, the Roma Member of the Ma-

Refugee Committee meeting in Skopje  
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cedonian Parliament, Mr. Nezdet Mustafa, initi-
ated a meeting on the issue of closing the camp. 
He requested to postpone the deadline and to im-
prove the living conditions in the camp, until the 
Parliament adopts the Law on Asylum changing 
the status of refugees.  
 
On 26 March, the UNHCR together with the po-
lice began the action to close the camp in Suto 

Orizari. The first target was the barracks that 
served as a school for the Romani refugee chil-
dren. It was reported that as the machines started 
to destroy the barracks, the refugees vehemently 
protested. At the recommendation of the UNHCR 
representatives, the police intervened and one of 
the refugees, Mr. B. K. He did not receive any 
medical care, and the incident would be subse-
quently denied.  
 
Even though the camp in Suto Orizari was offi-
cially closed on 31 March, the Roma refugees 
continued living there, since, according to the 
Refugee Committee, the decision to close the 
camp was taken in a short time that no appropriate  
alternative accommodation was provided. 
 
The cr isis at the FYROM/Greek border  
 
The UNHCR proposed as a solution that the refu-

gees would 
be housed in 
p r i v a t e 
h o m e s , 
which pro-
longed the 
t empor ar y 
character of 
the refugee 
stay, without 

any guarantees that an acceptable solution in ac-
cordance with international standards would be 
found.  
 
On 15 April, refugees informed all responsible 
authorities, foreign diplomatic missions and  inter-
national organisations in Skopje about their situa-
tion and requested intervention. 
 
In the end of April, the UNHCR stopped supply-
ing food, water and electricity to the camp. The 
refugees began actions of protests in front of Em-
bassies and buildings of international organisa-
tions, including the UN, OSCE and EU represen-
tatives in Skopje. The refugees demanded either 
their collective return to Kosovo with proper guar-
antees from the international organisations that 

their safety would be ensured, or their transfer to a 
third country where they could secure the more 
permanent and safer residence than that in Mace-
donia. 
 
As there was no response, the refugees sent letters 
to the Macedonian authorities, media, Embassies 
and international organizations with offices in 
Skopje, stating their intention to leave the country. 

Police action in Roma collective Camp 

Roma on the Greek / Macedonian 

EUROFOR in Suto Orizari 
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Given the previous treatment by the office of the 
UNHCR that consistently ignored refugees’  peti-
tions and proposals, the group of about 700 per-
sons (among whom men, women, elderly and 
about 300 children), seeing no other alternative, 
decided to leave for Greek. They themselves ar-
ranged for transportation and on 19 May  arrived 
in Medzitlija, on the Macedonian-Greek border.  
 
Upon arrival in Medzitlija, the refugees informed 
the border police that they intended to leave Ma-
cedonia, citing as grounds the previous manner of 
treatment by the UNHCR, the lack of vision con-
cerning their human rights, and their actual illegal 
status, since as of 31 March they had not have any 
status.   
 

The police asked the refugees to wait until clear 
instructions from Skopje. According to the police, 
the refugees should return to Skopje. 
 
On 21 May, the situation grew particularly bad 
due to inclement weather conditions: it started 
raining heavily. The refugees tried to shelter 
themselves under the checkpoint’s roof, which 

was the only covered spot in the area. They were 
stopped by the special forces (the so-called anti-
terror units of the Macedonian police) and forced 
to go back in the rain. The refugees, including 
women and children, spent a night in the open air. 
The EUMN and UNHCR that both have monitor-
ing mandates were on that day in the area, but did 

not intervene. 
   
On 22 May, at 08:30 a.m., special forces used bru-
tal force to remove the refugees from the place. In 
that action, 45 refugees, two citizens of  Mace-

donia and a 
Swedish jour-
nal ist were 
beaten and 
injured by the 
police.  
 
The EUMM 
subsequentl y 
issued a bi-
zarre state-
ment denying allegations of the police brutality. 
 
The Macedonian media regularly reported on the 

Ashet Elezovski / RNC Borad Member 
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crisis at the border, but none of the authorities vis-
ited the refugees, with the exception of the Roma 
MP, Mr. Nezdet Mustafa.  
 
On 23 May, Mr. Steiner issued an official state-
ment informing Ms. Ilinka Mitreva, the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, that he could not  guarantee 
their security and safety in Kosovo. 
 
At the same time, the Ambassador of Serbia and 
Montenegro, Ms. Biserka Matic Spasojevic stated 
that they could not receive any more refugees in 
Serbia, because there were already about 700.000 
IDPs.  
 
On 23 May, Mr. Nicolae Gheorghe, the Advisor 
of the Contact Point on Roma and Sinti Issues of 
the  OSCE ODIHR, visited the refugees. 
 
On 24 May, the refugees were visited by the RNC 

Chief of the Board of Director, Mr. Rudko 
Kawczynski, who informed them that the RNC 
lodged a complaint with the European Court of 
Human Rights in Strasbourg, alleging a violation 
of the Protocol 4 to the European Human Rights 
Convention by Macedonia.   

 

The RNC was authorised from 1.200 Roma Refu-
gees, including the Refugees on the Boarder to 
advocate for the rights of the refugees in front of 
all international organizations and institutions. 
Also, the refugees filed asylum applications in 
Greek.  
 
On 25 May, governmental officials gave the 
“opportunity”  for the refugees to apply for 
“asylum status”  in Macedonia, even though there 
is neither asylum legislation nor official refugee 
status in Macedonia. 

 
Mr. Kawczynski was not received by any Mace-
donian officials, except for the Deputy Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. 
 
Mr. Nezdet Mustafa organised a meeting at the 
OSCE mission to Macedonia with participation of 
representatives of the EU, CoE, Ministry for La-
bour and Social Affairs, UNHCR, EUFOR, 
EUMM, Refugee Committee, OSCE Mission in 
Kosovo, OSCE Mission in Macedonia, RNC and 
the Migration Department of the Ministry of Inte-
rior. At that meeting no conclusions were reached. 
The UNHCR was putting pressure on  humanitar-
ian organisations not to deliver any humanitarian 
help to the refugees at the Medzitlija border. One 
of the organisations which was pressured was Ca-

Roma camp in Skopje Mai 2003 

Strasbourg mai 2003 
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ritas from Macedonia. 
 
NGOs in Macedonia were under the same sort of  
pressure from the UNHCR.  
 
The situation of the refugees was deteriorating, as 
they were staying in plastic tents in the inclement 
and their only means of subsistence were bread 
and water.  
 

The following organisations sent their representa-
tives to monitor the situation at the border: the 
UNHCR, the EU, and the OSCE-ODIHR Contact 
Point on Roma and Sinti Issues (CPRSI), which 

was visiting refugees in an attempt to bring them 
back to Skopje. However, three days after the 
Roma refugees had left Skopje, their camp was 
completely destroyed on the order of the UNHCR.   
 
Since 19 May, five children have been born at the 
border camp; many refugee children are seriously 
ill and no medicaments are provided; the supply 
of food and water is hindered. The refugees are in 

desperate condition. 
 
There are no visible efforts to ensure treatment of 
the refugees in accordance with international law. 
The international organisations and the  Macedo-
nian government are still using pressure to force 
the Roma refugees to break off their action  and to 
go “back.”  
 
Europe is violating its own humanitarian princi-

ples: the rule of law, equality and human dignity. 
The Macedonian government that de facto ex-
pelled the refugees is now under the pressure from 
the EU to prevent refugees from crossing the bor-
der. The UNHCR that previously failed to ensure 
implementation of the Geneva Convention in Ma-
cedonia now forces refugees to return to Skopje. 
The OSCE-ODIHR Contact Point for Roma and 
Sinti Issues that previously was not able to fulfil 
its conflict-prevention mandate now does not in-
tervene in evident human rights violations at the 
border and also urges the refugee return, without 
raising the issue that the former refugees camp in 
Macedonia is completely destroyed.  
 
 

Destroyed Roma camp in Skopje  

Handicapped  Boy without medical care     
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The EU maintains silence. As a result, 688 trau-
matised victims of ethnic cleansing in Kosovo are 
in desire  conditions at the border. The situation 
has reached proportions of a humanitarian catas-
trophe. 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
Roma organisations call on the Macedonian 
and Greek governments and international or-
ganisations: 
 
·  Immediately provide humanitarian assis-

tance to refugees at the border. 
 
·  Urgently enter a dialog with Roma represen-

tatives that have a mandate to speak on be-
half of the Roma refugees. 

 
·  The RNC is committed to organise as soon 

as possible  a roundtable for representatives 
of the Macedonian governments, Mr. Nez-
det Mustafa on behalf of Roma refugees and 
legal representatives of the Roma refugees. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Voices and Statements in Macedonia 
 
 
“ Steiner does not guarantee security to the Roma 
The Kosovo administrator, Michael Steiner, has 
informed the Macedonian Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Ilinka Mitreva that he cannot guarantee se-
curity to the Roma refugees currently in Mace-
donia.”  
 

“ Blace at Medjitlija 
This refugee clockwork bomb must be disassem-
bled urgently from Medjitlija, because every day 
it’s getting more and more dangerous and so are 
the lives of the women and the children (somebody 
has to take the responsibility for putting them in 
such position). It might be good if the Government 
could participate directly in the solving of the cri-
sis by forming special team (the so-called task-
group), which together with the UNHCR will find 
a solution for the Roma refugees. There is a possi-
bility for negotiation with certain countries, those 
that would accept smaller groups of refugees-e.g. 
up to 50 people in several Western European 
countries. It is important to start with precise 
search for solution, because in the contrary we 
will see a reprise of the Blace drama.”  
 
“ Yesterday the police took away the refugees 
from the border ramp 
- Yesterday afternoon the MP Nezdet Mustafa ar-
rived to see the refugees, first he spoke with the 
representatives of the border police and after that 
he stayed with the refugees. 
“ I’m appalled of the situation I’ve seen here. I can’ t stay 
indifferent and not to be appalled of the fact that the police 
demonstrated exceptional brutality, which can be seen on 
the bodies of these people. On the other hand, the com-
mander of the border police told me that the policemen did-
n’ t use force at all. How much should be done to make the 
fact that these people are beaten more obvious, that they are 
beaten over the whole bodies and even their faces. I’m ap-
palled with the EU monitors too; they say the same story the 
police officer told me. As though they are in coordination 
with each other” , says Nezdet Mustafa.”  
 
“ Macedonia has to let the refugees go out of the 
country 
I think that the conventions for human and minority rights 
should have priority over the bilateral agreements for visa-
passport regime in this case because we are under pressure. 
There is no other solution. The Macedonian authorities 
should let the Roma from Kosovo go out of the country. 
Then we will see the reaction of our first neighbor, but that 
is a matter of the country-member of the EU- says Mirjana 
Najcevska, president of the Helsinki Committee for Human 
Rights.”  
 
“ The refugees fill documents for political asylum 
to Greek 
Bitola- “ Around 700 refugees-Roma from Kosovo even now 
do not know their rights regarding their further status in this 
or other country. With all respect to all that showed solidar-
ity but we’ve heard so much different opinions that these 
people now really don’ t know on which side are their 
rights” , said Martin Demirovski,…”  
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“ The problem with the Roma at Medjitlija is 
international 
Skopje- The problem with the Kosovo Roma, 
situated at the border crossing point Medjitlija on 
Greek-Macedonian border, is not Macedonian but 
international, considers the Roma National 
Congress. 
According to the statement of the representative of 
the Congress, Rudko Kawczynski there should be 
found a solution for this situation, and for that, as 
he stated, they can’ t find partner in Macedonia . 
 
 
“ They better  shoot us instead of removing us”   

 

 
“ Two babies are born in the camp, the Roma are 
inviting Esma on swaddling”  
 
Two newborn babies joined the big refugee family 
in the wild camp “ Medjitlija” . The 22 years old 
Suzana Ahmeti from Gen. Jankovic and the 23 
years old Rukija Ali from Stimlje, late on Friday 
in the Bitola hospital gave birth to two daughters. 
Though the newborn babies brought joy the 
mothers couldn’ t hide the sorrow.”  
 
“ For three weeks we were hungry and thirsty.”   
 
The last week we were all wet because of the rain. 
On Friday we were taken to the hospital and after 
few hours we gave birth to the girls. We are sad 
because today we are going back under the plastic 
tents at Medjitlija. The conditions are very bad for 
the old and we don’ t want to talk about babies 3 
days “ old”  staying there under such conditions. 
Lucky for us, the kids were born strong and 
healthy- say two mothers Suzana and Rukija with 
tears in their eyes. 

The refugees are disappointed because none of 
the big political or movie stars that have visited 
Macedonia during the Kosovo crisis are 
interested for them now.”   
 
 
 
“ Refugees ware left on their own without help”  
Decision for closing of Collective Centre "Suto 
Orizari" was brought by side of expert group of 
UNHCR, that concluded the conditions in the 
Collective Centre are not according the hygiene 
and technical standards. Refugees housed in 
Collective Centre "Suto Orizari" are against the 
way on that UNHCR wants refugees to leave the 
Collective Centre.  
Refugees ware left on their own to find themselves 
accommodation in private homes/Families in 
community Suto Orizari, with out mediator from 
UNHCR, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, 
community Suto Orizari.  
The private housing for refugee families is not 
suitable, because of the bad conditions. The 
money that is offering to the families to they leave 
the Collective Centre is very small and can not 
cover the needs of the refugees (if be offered more 
money then will come to conflict with local 
citizens).  
For successful finishing of the mission for closing 
of Collective centre "Suto Orizari" UNHCR is 
using all physical and psychical methods: 
1. NOT publish of official staying in R. 
Macedonia, is forbid every moving out of the 
Collective Centre. Refugees are caused, if they 
except private housing then will be secured them 
medical treatments (in ambulances and state 
hospitals), and will be published official staying. 
2. Retiring of the security of the Collective 
Centre "Suto Orizari" 
3. Stopping of the education process inside the 
Collective Centre (the education is not realizing 
for three (3) months) 
4. Food is not distributing inside the Collective 
Centre 
Geneva Convention 1951 is not respecting, 
according that convention refugees should have 
all rights and should be accomplishing their 
obligations 
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Documents and Statements 
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To: OSCE, ODIHR, Romani Cr iss and RCC Drom 
 Date: March 31,2003 
 
 Subject: Information about the refugees from the Collective centar  in Shuto Or izar i 
 
 
 
 Respected friends, 
 
 
 I am writing you this report very urgent because the local mediators from the camp don’ t 

have chance to do that. As you know, UNHCR decided to close the camp in Shuto Orizari on  March 
31, and at the last couple of days started to dislocate some objects. But, the refugees attempt to stop the 
dislocation so UNHCR asked the police for help. And again the refugees made the dislocation impossi-
ble. 

 
The police started to be more aggressive and also the refugees which made the police to call 

backup and started to use force so they beat up a couple of refugees and seven of them were taken in the 
police station where also they were beaten, but after the reaction from the acting Mayor of Shuto Orizari 
Erduan Iseni they were relised and are still in the camp.But, from that moment the refugees can’ t go out-
side the camp and also the refugee’s committee is not possible to do his work. I am told by the refugees 
that UNHCR will not bring them food in the next days although they are very stressed and without food. 

   
I aked the Mayor for an oppinion to take some efforts for distribution of food and the Mayor told 

me that he will ask for meeting with the representatives from UNHCR. I have informations that people 
from UNHCR are working on the field in Skopje to find them private housing which is not so easy ( 
some of the locations where UNHCR is trying to locate the refugees are: Shuto Orizari, Petrovec, Viz-
begovo and the camp Katlanovo). I would like again to inform you that the refugee’s committee is not 
possible to do his work and also the local mediators can’ t inform because they are forbidden to go out 
from the camp. If  there are some news I’will inform you as soon as possible.  

 
 
 
 
With sincere respect, 
 
Ferhat Hasan 
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Information 
 

In the beginning of March, Skopje UNHCR informed the Kosovo Refugees that at the end of March, the 
Camp Suto Orizari will be closed. It is the intention of UNHCR to dissipate evacuate the Refugees from 
the camp to live in Host Families in the local village and some of these refugees to be transferred to an-
other Collective Center, called Katlanovo, some 25 km from the center of Skopje. 
 
A series of events of happened since UNHCR’s informing the refugees which has evolved into today’s 
incident, which will be later described in detail in this same document.  
 
The refugees refuse to be located in “host families”  because if they were located with “host families”  this 
might allegedly imply that they have no chance of ever leaving Macedonia as a collective group to repa-
triate back to Kosovo. Several unresolved cases of property destruction, confiscation, unreported illegal 
“squatting”  which are all cases prevailed with threat if investigated. In addition to this, there have been 
some refugees who have requested UNHCR to visit and report in their respective villages for the degree 
of safety or danger for their well being, in these villages, if they were to return. In several cases, those 
refugees that requested this service were given documents, reported and written by UNHCR, stating that 
it was clearly unsafe to return now, or any time in the near future. If the refugees were to be absorbed by 
Macedonia, this clear case of continued ethnic cleansing and blatant discrimination against the refugees 
in Kosovo would go unresolved without intervention by the local or “ International Protective Forces” . It 
goes without saying that, the prevalent racism that exists in Kosovo against these refugees, was initiated 
by the same people who presently threaten their safety if and when they return. 
 
If we, the refugees cannot return safely to Kosovo then we ask, “ Who is responsible for  the present ab-
sence of safety for  us in Kosovo?”  
 
“ Who is responsible for these cr imes which were committed in the presence of NATO and UN” ? 
 
On 23.03.03, UNHCR came to the camp to remove the school containers from the camp. But the refugees 
didn’ t let them take them away by protesting. 
 
On 24.03.03 the UNHCR sent an “ANNOUNCEMENT” saying that the camp will be closed in the end 
of April instead of the end of March. If the closing of the camp can be prolonged by 1 month, then why 
must it be closed at all? 
 
On, 26.03.03 AT 10:30 in the Suto Orizari Collective Center in Skopje Macedonia, the following incident 
occurred: UNHCR and UNICEF arrived after having had a meeting with the Ministry of Interior Affairs 
deciding how to remove the school containers from the camp. They arrived with police protection with 
bulletproof vest, artillery, helmets, rifles, etc in case of violence and removed the containers. Prior to the 
arrival of the police forces, the refugees tried to block their children’s school containers by placing gar-
bage containers in front of the school containers. When the police arrived in the camp, they started imme-
diately pushing old women, children, all the refugees, by force to behind the containers so as to gain ac-
cess to the containers without resistance from the refugees. The police pulled 7 refugees, boys and men 
and abducted them and put them into the police jeep and beat them up. One of the boys was beaten with 
the back of a pistol. The boy’s hand is all bloody. 3 refugee women fainted and had to be driven to the 
hospital because they were in shock. We, the refugees, have nothing against the Macedonian Police, we 
are only trying to protect the little school that our children have. 

After the tragedy had ended, UNHCR treated the Macedonian police with sandwiches and beverage 
(juice). 

Our opinion is, if the Macedonian government uses force against us: Does this mean that Macedonia 
doesn’ t want us here in their country?”  And if we are not wanted here in Macedonia and not wanted in 
our homeland, Kosovo, then isn’ t it the “ International Community’s”  responsibility to locate us in a 
country where our lives can return back to normalcy. 
Kosovo Refugees in Macedonia  26.03.03 
Skopje, Macedonia 
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 Dear all  
 
 
         Today begin the protest of the representatives of the refugees. In the morning they had meeting in Ministry 
of Labour and Social Policy with mr. Boge Cadinovski. The refugees were informed what Macedonia can do for 
them. Bigger decisions and solutions can make only UNHCR. It is true that in the moment refugees have 
no status, the camp Suto Orizari official does not exist and the refugees are not legal in Macedonia. The repre-
sentative of the mention Ministry said that against the refugees would NOT be used force.  
 
         In period 10:00 - 12:30 hours refugees from Collective Centre "Suto Orizari" were protesting in front of US 
Embassy in Skopje. On the protest participated around 500 refugees from the mention camp. They were asking 
to be received in the US Embassy. The voice of refugees was strong, but the Embassy didn't respect them, they 
were not listening to those people. When the refugees prepared to leave the Embassy and to continue their pro-
test on some other place, a person from the security of the US Embassy went out and tried to explain that the 
Embassy can not receive any one. But asked from the refugees to make a new request and send to the Em-
bassy, because they didn't receive any request from the refugees. According the person from the Embassy. But 
the representatives of the refugees M.G. and D.M. demeaned that and showed evidence that they send a re-
quest. Representatives of refugees said that the Embassy is not receiving them because the Embassy doesn't 
have interest by the Roma question, and also said that is shame on democratic country as USA to doesn't give a 
chance to listen the refugees requests. The Embassy is sending people that ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE for that 
kind of questions. Refugees were very practical and strong in their aim to have meeting in the Embassy. In front 
of the Embassy they made a request and gave to the person from the Embassy. During the protests some old 
women were ill, children were asking for a water, but refugees were strong in their requests, to be solved their 
status.  
 
 
        After the US Embassy the refugees went to the Germany Embassy. During the way from US Embassy to 
Germany Embassy, the refugees were saying, "We want our rights", "We are people or not". The people who 
were passing near the refugees supported the refugees, telling them to fight for their rights. In front of 
the Germany Embassy, they were saying their requests in group very openly with their force. After half an hour, 
representative of the security of the Germany Embassy started to negotiate. But the refugees were asking to be 
received by the Germany Ambassador. After 20 minutes, delegation of the refugees on lead with Muharem 
Gasnjani and Djuljisen Muslija supported by Martin Demirovski and Asmet Elezovski succeed to be received. 
Muharem, Djuljisen and Martin as translator were received by the Ambassador - mrs. Irene Hunrihcen, mrs. who 
received the refugees requests and said that will send to other people and institutions, but also will contact 
UNHCR to see about what is working. After that the protests finished and the refugees returned in the camp.  
         
For tomorrow is planed continuation of the protest in front of Sweden Embassy, office of European Union, and I 
don't know where else.  
 
        On the protest presented very small, minimal percentage of journalists, even they were informed.  
        During the protest Macedonian police was securing. 
        While we are writing this, we received information that from tomorrow UNHCR will turn off the electricity in 
the camp.  
 
        For more information you can contact: 
 
Muharem Gasnjani: 00 389 (0) 70 / 596 676  
        In the moment to refugees is necessary help for travel and water.  
        Soon we will send you photos from the protests.  
        In the attachments you can find the documents that were send to the Germany Embassy. 
        If you want you can send this information to other people or institutions, that could help to the refugees. 
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To: Ms. Ambassador Irene Hunrichen   

German Embassy in Skopje, Macedonia  
            Dimitrija Cupovski 26 
            1000 Skopje 
            R.Macedonia 
 
 
Cc:       Mr.Ruud Lubbers 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
            Case Postale 2500 
            Ch-1211 Geneva 2 Depot 
            Suisse 
 

 
From: Roma refugees accommodated in Shuto Orizari collective centre  
 

 
Skopje, 07 May 2003  
 

 
Re:  
 
Antrag auf Aufnahme in die Bundesrepublik Deutschland als Kontingentfl� chtling. 
 
 
A group of Kosovo Roma are accommodated in the Shuto Orizari camp in Skopje since 2000. Until 31 of March 

2003 this group had status of humanitarian assisted persons on temporary base given by the government of Republic of Ma-
cedonia. 

 
Since, April 1 (first) the same group live in Macedonia without any kind of status. 
 
According to the with the practise of grating the status of Kontingentfl� chtlinge to judish people of the former so-

viet union, we ask the German government to receive a contingent of Kosovo Roma refugee in order to solve the issues of 
statelessness of Kosovo Roma. 

 
 
Our request is based on facts, conclusions and recommendations made at the international meetings in Lodz in May 

2002, Sarajevo in January 2003 and the last one in Vienna in April 2003 and of the report of the CoE (February 2003 on 
Roma refugees and returnees in Serbia/ Montenegro and Kosovo). As to remind you, the Roma after Jews were other victims 
in the World War II. Same scenario happened not that far with the Kosovo Roma in 1999 in Kosovo.By respecting our re-
quest, your Government shows a gesture of implementation of the historical responsibility. 

 
 
We are looking forward to receive enormous understanding from you personally in capacity of Ambassador as well 

as from the German Government. 
 
 
Thank you in advance, 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
For further information please, contact: Djulisan Muslija and Muharem Gasnjani refugee representatives and 

tel::+389 70 596 676, e-mail:refugeek@sonet.com.mk or 
Asmet Elezovski- Member of the Board of Roma National Congress +389 31 427 558, 

email:aelezovski@hotmail.com,  
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TO: 
United States Embassy in R. Macedonia 
Germany Embassy in R. Macedonia 
Ministry of Interior Affairs of R. Macedonia 
Ministry of Labour and Social Policy of R. Macedonia 
MAS mediums in R. Macedonia and larger 
OSCE mission in Skopje, Macedonia 
OSCE ODIHR, Warsaw, Poland 
NGO "Romani CRISS", Romania   
NGO "DROM" Kumanovo 
UNHCR office in Skopje, R. Macedonia 
UNHCR office in Kosovo 
UMNIK office in Kosovo 
European Union office in R. Macedonia 
United Nations offices in Skopje, R. Macedonia 
Community Suto Orizari, R. Macedonia 

 
INFORMATION: 
 
Decision for closing of Collective Centre "Suto Orizari" was brought by side of expert group of UNHCR, that con-
cluded the conditions in the Collective Centre are not according the hygiene and technical standards. Refugees 
housed in Collective Centre "Suto Orizari" are against the way on that UNHCR wants refugees to leave the Col-
lective Centre. Refugees are left on their own to find themselves accommodation in private homes in community 
Suto Orizari, with out mediator from UNHCR, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, community Suto Orizari.  
The private housing for refugee families is not suitable, because of the bad conditions. The money that is offering 
to the families to they leave the Collective Centre is very small and can not cover the needs of the refugees (if be 
offered more money then will come to conflict with local citizens). For successful finishing of the mission for clos-
ing of Collective centre "Suto Orizari" UNHCR is using all physical and psychical methods: 
1. NOT publish of official staying in R. Macedonia, is forbid every moving out of the Collective Centre. Refugees 
are caused, if they except private housing then will be secured them medical treatments (in ambulances and 
state hospitals), and will be published official staying. 
2. Retiring of the security of the Collective Centre "Suto Orizari" 
3. Stopping of the education process inside the Collective Centre (the education is not realizing for three (3) 
months) 
4. Food is not distributing inside the Collective Centre 
Geneva Convention 1951 is not respecting, according that convention refugees should have all rights and should 
be accomplishing their obligations 
 
Requests of refugees are to be build REFUGEE HOUSE OR REFUGEE HOME where temporary will be housed 
the refugees and where will have conditions that experts of UNHCR concluded they don't have in the Collective 
Centre. Requests of refugees are real needs, but their request was reject by side of UNHCR office in Skopje. 
That's why is coming to peaceful protest by side of refugees where they will express their dissatisfaction, be-
cause the Geneva Convention 1951 and Protocol 1967 and human rights are not respecting. 
 
ON DAY 07.05.2003 FROM 10 TO 14 HOURS IN FRONT OF OFFICES OF ALL MENTION ORGANIZATIONS 
WILL BE REALIZED PEACEFUL PROTESTS 
 
BOARD of refugees of Collective Centre "Suto Orizari" 
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Roma and the Stability Pact in SEE 
“ Roma refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Balkans”  

 
We. Roma Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons and Roma NGOs, gathered in Skopje on 27th and 28th December 2002, 
in the Round Table organized by Romani CRISS and DROM NGOs , supported by the Contact Point for Roma and Sinti in 
OSCE. 
Considering that the asylum right is an ultimate fundamental right recognized by all civilized societies and democratic States. 
Nothing that a multiethnic society in Kosovo and the other countries issued from the Federal republic of Yugoslavia is the goal 
of all progressive actors, including the Roma community. 
Make the following statement and recommendations. 
 
The situation of the Roma during the interethnic conflicts as well as after the crises still remains unknown and the perception 
that the international community has is based more on prejudices that on an objective analysis. With no territorial claims, the 
Romani population has often been taken between belligerent sides. This situation renders the Roma particularly vulnerable in 
the current context of situation’s development, overall concerning the return of the refugees. Unlikely an old stereotype, which 
exists sometimes in Western Europe, the Roma, are not a nomadic population. They are sedentary for several generations and 
they are very attached to the country in which they live. 
Especially in Balkans, Roma contributed beside other populations to the development of the region, and this in many field: 
economy, culture, arts etc. As always after crises the Balkans’  population used to do, the Romani population is decided to take 
part in the reestablishment and promotion of a positive atmosphere in order to reach peace and security in Kosovo. This could 
only be reached through interethnic dialogue and the revitalization god neighbourhood relationship, which prevailed for centu-
ries in Balkans under the shape of  “komsiluk – good neighbourhood” . This dialogue should be re-launched at all levels and 
especially at institutional one, keeping in mind that the traditional authorities could play a decisive role in this process. 
The relationship between Roma and other populations living in Kosovo has been weakened due to political manipulations and 
misinformation on position of Roma during the conflict. Taking into consideration the current security situation in Kosovo and 
the difficulties involved in different activities of the local authorities and international organizations. 
We make the following recommendations: 
 
Actions have to be undertaken in Kosovo in order to prepare the return of Roma refugees and IDPs willing to reintegrate their 
homes. The participation of Roma in these actions in indispensable in all their phases, from the conceptualisation to the evalua-
tion, not only by the mean of democratic representation but also by participation of Roma experts in decision making process. 
Governments of Western countries should postpone any forced deportation, which ever be the shape it takes. Since a safe re-
turn is not definitely assured. 
Concretely, a satisfying level of safety should be assessed on a basis of cross – checking, in which different actors should par-
ticipate in order to verity that the rule of law is efficient. The freedom of movement assured and the prospects of return are 
filling the relevant principles of safety and dignity. 
The first condition of the return, but not the only one, is the recuperation of properties and the reconstruction of houses of 
Roma refugees destroyed by the war in Kosovo. Especially for Roma refugees in Western countries, Roma NGOs can play the 
role of mediators in property claming process, which suppose the recognition of these NGOs by the HDP. 
In this respect, our organizations on the spot will assist the authorities in Kosovo in their efforts of building again a multiethnic 
society in Kosovo. 
For completing the work above, Roma experts in different fields are needed. European scholarships’  and relevant training pro-
gram should be built in order to provide with an appropriate preparation of the candidates proposed by the Romani NGOs. At 
the current follow a double curriculum of the studies in the both Romani language and culture and in another discipline, such 
as law, economics etc. . . 
Once these conditions fulfilled, we recommend the governments of all countries in which Roma refugees live, to adopt a case-
by-case approach when dealing with the return issue. The degree of integration of Roma in the host countries should be taken 
into account, as well as their probable contribution to the host societies. 
For all cases in which the return is envisaged, specific programs must be developed in host countries also for women, which 
will offer the possibility to the head of Roma families to conduct trip of assessment of situation before the whole family re-
turns. 
Our organizations commit themselves to monitor the accompaniment of the return of Roma refugees and IDPs. In order to 
avoid eventual illegal migration and continued displacement within Kosovo, appropriate conditions of life need be ensured for 
the returned persons and women should be included with at least 40%, in terms of employment, education, welfare etc. condi-
tions which will generate voluntary repatriation, return of IDPs and sustainability of the existing community in Kosovo. 
Overall, the education of children and women , who will be the future citizens of a Kosovo rebuilt on a multiethnic basis, is 
indispensable for the sustainable stability in the region. 
We urge the authorities of Kosovo to create the legal framework for the introduction of the Romani language and cultural 
within the education system. A certain number of young people, as mentioned at 5 (three women) , could teach the Romani 
language in Kosovo after having completed the appropriate studies. 
A real voluntary return only can be processed once these conditions are fulfilled, and the Roma experts who would have bene-
fited from a training of European standards could raise the level of professionalism in the assessment of return and re-
integration conditions. 
The whole process is to be coordinated at the international level, by the body, which has to be created between different Ro-

mani NGOs, established in France and which would ensure the link with international and European institutions and or-
ganizations such as the Council of Europe, European Union, OSCE etc… 
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POLICE BRUTALITY AGAINST YOUNG ROMANI BOY 
  
 
Subject: case of police brutality against young Romani boy 
Date: 02nd of April 2003 
Location: Kumanovo, Republic of Macedonia  
Report prepared by: Martin Demirovski  
 

 
Background information  
On 02nd of April at 16:00 on the location of Spomenik, two Romani boys (DD and EK) were playing basketball. Spomenik is 
a monument, which is close to the biggest Romani settlement Sredorek in Kumanovo 
 
Personal information of the victims  
DD was born on 04.December 1984 in Kumanovo 
ED was born on 07. January 1988 in Kumanovo  
 
The address where DD lives is Sredorek 31, 1 300 Kumanovo, Macedonia 
 
Case 
DD and ED were playing basketball. There was a watch man who is uncharged to look after the monument. The watch man 
saw the guys playing basketball and approached by telling them: “YOU CAN NOT PLAY HERE”. Then DD asked the 
watch man WHY they can not play at the place when usually they could play. The watch man said:  From now the mayor’s 
office of Kumanovo does not allow people to use this place as a play ground” . Then DD continued to play with his friend 
ED. The watch man expressed bad behavior and started to use bad words addressed to the boys. DD and ED asked the watch 
man why he is using bad words and why he allows other guys to play there but he does not allow Roma. 
 
The watch man just disappeared for the place. 
 
The watch man is a 35 old man, tool, slim, black short hair…he had jeans on him and white sweater. His name is Mirko… 
 
DD and ED changed the location... they passed by the stairs and walked towards the forest. 
Suddenly, the watch man appeared with a police man and started calling DD and ED to come back. DD and ED walked to-
wards them and then the police man started to beat DD immediately. 

DD:   The police man was using his hands and was kicking me all over my body with his lags. 
He pushed me on the ground and continued doing that again. I managed to run away from the 
police man but he started to beat my friend ED who is 15 old youngster.  

 
ED:   The police man he was the same brutal as with my friend DD. He pulled me down and he 

was just using his hands beating me directly into my face. Then he opened the door of the police 
van where I was seating locked inside.  

 
There was another police man from the van who was running after DD. He succeeds to catch DD. He brought DD close to 
the police van and then the two police men started to beat DD. 

DD   This time was very hard for me. The two of them were very brutal with me. They were 
beating me into my stomach… the one that was beating me before was worst then the other one.  
Again he was using his hands and beating me … but very strongly into my head… then he contin-
ued to kick me with his lags on my back … here where the kidneys are. That was maybe a period 
of 5-10 minutes that he was beating me. After that he was towing me from my tea shirt and 
brought me to the van. The police man was talking to me when we arrived at the van. He asked me 
about my name, address where I live … I was nice and replied him by telling him all those details. 
He did not trust me at all and then he used his mobile phone to call the local police station where 
he asked if those details are correct?  
After that he let us to go from the place….  

 
I came back home to tell my parents…  

 
Now, I feel pain a strong pain in my back, where the kidneys, my lag hurts a lot … I even 

can not step freely with this lag. Also, my neck hurts…  
 
 
Repor ter  statement  
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DD, his father, AE and I visited a doctor at the local Kumanovo hospital. The doctor confirmed that DD was 
strongly beaten by checking all the scars, which are all over his body. 

There are photos, video and medical certificate available to be brought to your attention. 
 
While, we were waiting for the doctor to check DD’s situation, we could see two police man entering the hospital. 

The purpose of their visit was a traffic accident that happened in Kumanovo. DD recognized the “brutal police man”  who 
approached DD’s father and asked about his name. That was everything that the police man asked about. 

 
After that I managed to find out the identify of the police men. We talk about Robert… and Blage … 
Robert …is the most violent police man is this case. The information for the identity of the police men needs to be 

confirmed.   
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POLICE ILL-TREATMENT AGAINST KOSOVO ROMA REFUGEES ACCOMODATED IN THE SHUTO ORI-
ZARI CAMP, SKOPJE-MACEDONIA 

 
 
 
report prepared by: Asmet Elezovski 
date: 27.03.2003, Kumanovo 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
On 03th March 2003, the Ministry for labor and social politics in Republic of Macedonia has brought a decision which con-
cerns the Kosovo Roma refugees currently living in Macedonia. The decision says: The refugee camp Shuto Orizari in Skopje 
will be closed on 31th of March 2003. The decision is a result from the assessment done by the UNHCR that underlines the 
bad living conditions in the refugee camp. 
 
Concerning this current decision, the Roma deputy Mr. Nezdet Mustafa initiated a meeting to elaborate the reasons for such a 
decision. At that meeting the non-UNHCR and non-Government participants concluded that this decision is not enough 
grounded to be in power at this time. 
 
 
CASE 
On 26 of March 2003, Mr. Asmet Elezovski, RCC DROM representative has visited the camp Shuto Orizari and was informed 
by the Resource Center of Roma refugees about the following: 
 
On 26 of March at 10:30 a.m., UNHCR and UNICEF representatives with a small police group entered the Shuto Orizari camp 
in order to transport the containers (improvised school for the Roma refugee children) with the full machinery. The frustrated 
Roma refugees started to protest against such action to take place in the refugee camp. One of the refugees B.K. asked the po-
lice force if this action is according to the decision of the Government of Republic of Macedonia. He was not given a response 
by the police representatives on his question. Such ignorance provoked the Roma refugees to come in larger number and they 
placed themselves in front of the containers. This was a sign to stop to transportation firm to take its action. After that, one of 
the UNHCR representatives asked for police intervention. The police intervention was implemented by using force, kicking 
the refugees and using massive brutality against the parents. 
 
One of the beaten Roma refugees BB asked the camp doctor for medical support. Unfortunately, the doctor refused to give him 
as such. Then he had to go to the Military hospital by car and ask for the medical support there. He was accepted by the doc-
tors there and identified as a case of physical brutality. 
Another case was a victim of the stress and trauma. That is A.V. who had heart attack because her son was temporary arrested 
in the police van among the others by the police. 
 
The police was using threatening words against the Roma refugees by saying “ If you do not stop with this then we are going to 
arrest this guys in the prison” . Also, the inspector from the immigration bureau of the Ministry for Interior started shouting and 
threatening the Roma refugees by telling them “I am not sure that we will extend your status in Republic of Macedonia” . 
 
The refugees informed the Embassy of Serbia and Montenegro based in Skopje where its delegate i.e. advisor for the Ambas-
sador came to visit the Roma refugees. She was just informed by the refugees about how the case happened. 
 
There was media coverage for the case too. 
 
 
MESSAGE  
For short information… there are 956 Roma refugees or 232 families accommodated in the Shuto Orizari camp. The position 
of the Roma refugees is they would like to go back to Kosovo in their previous homes with the promise for provided security 
by UNMIK. 
 
The refugees would not like to stay in Macedonia because the living conditions in the refugee camps are bad and that 
the solution of host families will not work out simple because the Roma refugees are not very welcome by the Macedo-
nian citizens.   
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Political Decision for the future status of Roma refugees from Macedonia 
  
For 10 days the refugees  from Kosovo in Macedonia are protesting in Skopje asking for their rights .Starting with 
31th  of  March 2003 the camp Suto Orizari was officially closed by UNHCR, the status of the refugee is not valid 
anymore so that they are living illegally in R.Macedonia.  
More than 850 refugees (Roma, Askalie and Egyptians) protested two days in front of few embassies USA, Germany, Swed-
ish, and in front of offices of international organization©s and institution©s EU, UN, OSCE Mission in Skopje. 
Before the beginning of the protest the refugees had a meetings with Mr Boge Cadinovski representative of the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Policy and Mr.Erduan Iseni mayor of Suto Orizari. 
Representatives of Germany and Swedish embassies received the refugees, but the others didn©t show interest to listen their 
request problems. 
Now he water is switch off   in the refugee camp Suto Orizari.and for sure the electricity will be switch off too very soon. 
Refugees delivered a document asking for the following: 
·  Solving the problems of their status 
·  To be secured other collective accommodation 
To begin the process of collective repatriation in third countries or collective return to Kosovo 
This letter was send to Mr Ruud Lubbers -UNHCR in Geneva and UN till today they didn©t receive any answer. 
Representative of the Refugee Committee from camp Suto Orizari gave resignation of their position and from this moment 
the refugees are bringing collective decisions. 
Their last decision is to leave the camp and go collectively to Kosovo or Greece border.    
For two days they will start the realization of their decisions. 
The refugee are supporting the decision for closing the camp but they are against the way that this decision is implemented. 
They appeal to Roma and non-Roma organisation©s to support them and to help them in any means. 
Devlesa 
Asmet Elezovski 
Roma Nacional Congress member  
e-mail:aelezovski@hotmail.com 
P.S We are sending you few photos and reports from the last activities consider the refugee problem in Macedonia.       
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PUBLISHED IN "DNEVNIK"  
FRIDAY , 28TH MARCH 2003  
 
 
-------------------- BECAUSE OF CLOSING OF THEIR TEMPORARY HOME ----------------- 
 
 

PROTEST OF THE REFUGEES IN THE CAMP IN SUTKA 
 
Roma who have status of humanitarian housed persons are ask or to return on Kosovo or to go in some 
other country, only to don't stay in Macedonia as UNHCR proposed them 
 
 

Dragan Jankovski 
 
 
Transferring of the four containers - class rooms from the camp for refugees in the Skopje settlement Suto Orizari 
the day before yesterday provoked protest between the Roma refugees from Kosovo, who are against closing of 
the camp and their housing in families. The camp will be closed on 31st of March. The refugees tried physical to 
stop the transferring of the containers in the primary school "Braca Ramiz i Hamid", after what the United Nations 
High Commissariat for Refugees (UNHCR) in Skopje asked from the police to establish order in the camp. The 
refugees are saying that the police was acting rude with them and beat Barus Bajrami, 33 years old father of 5 
children, and Alija Vahida who from stress suffered an infract.  

Voislav Zafirovski, speaker man of the Ministry of Interior Affairs, says that around 20 officers from the 
group for intervention didn’t had physical contact with the persons who protested, neither used their sticks.  

- Before to enter in the camp, two women when saw the police officers started to stimulate unconscious-
ness, and 7 persons who were most loud on request of the police were put on side, after what the containers 
were picked up. During that there was not physical contact – says Zafirovski. 

Roma who are housed in the camp are saying that the special police officers physical attacked them, 
during that one person was hard injured, one suffered an infract, and other around 30 were easy injured.  

Goran Momirovski, speaker man of UNHCR, says that in the ambulance in the camp were not registered 
injured persons. 

Action for moving of the classrooms, as UNHCR says is part of the plan for closing of the camp till 31 
March. In UNHCR say that the camp in that are housed 950 persons must be closed because is possible source 
of infections.  

- We want to live this place because there are no life conditions. We want collective to leave on Kosovo 
or to send us in other countries. We are victims of others mistakes and we are asking to return us and secure 
conditions for living on Kosovo or to deport in other countries – says Muharem Gasnjani, citizen of the camp.  

According Gasnjani, Roma, Albanians, Serbs, Bosnians who live in the camp are afraid that after 
UNHCR house them in houses, after few months they will leave them on their own.  

 
Momirovski says that UNHCR will continue to take care about the temporary humanitarian housed per-

sons, as till now was taking care for 1.350 persons who live under rent.  
- The conditions in the camp are catastrophic and the reconstruction would cost a lot. Every full age per-

son monthly will receive by 2.000 mkd, and person under age by 1.500 mkd. Also will be pay by 600 mkd for 
food, and also will continue the distribution of packets with main food products and hygiene means – says Momi-
rovski.     
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Quar ter ly Repor t 
(1) 

 
 

Since 1999, the Kosovo RAE Refugees have been living in ever increasingly deteriorating circumstances with regard to their 
health, education of their children, living standards, human right©s both in their homeland Kosovo and in their temporary 

place of residence as "protected persons," in Macedonia. Not enjoying refugee status, they are not permitted to work, have 
not had any psycho/socio intervention or rehabilitation resulting from 76 days of the NATO bombing, the loss of their homes 

and in some cases the loss of friends, family and fellow country men, they have no right to vote in Macedonia, but in Kos-
ovo, where they may vote, there is no one to represent them in who has not played a major part in ethnically cleansing them. 

 
The Kosovo RAE Refugees have been deprived of resourceful advice as how to reclaim their human right©s in both Mace-
donia and as well as in their homeland, Kosovo, thus resulting in endless confusion and getting bum-steered when asking 

officials resettlement information that the International Community would rather the Refugees were without knowing. This 
results in the refugees being leery of all officials in the guise of wanting to help them.  

 
The most prevalent question asked by the collective community of RAE Refugees outside of Kosovo is: What did and still 
does the International Community benefit from keeping the RAE minority out of Kosovo? How can the International Com-
munity cast a blind eye to the continued unjust and all prevalent ethnic cleansing manifested in the form of the prevention of 
safe and prosperous repatriation with proven evidence of the life threatening dangers if they were to return to their "multi-
ethnic" neighborhoods to reside in once again with their Ethnic Albanian neighbors? Why are the Ethnic Albanians in Kos-
ovo supported in keeping the Kosovo RAE from returning safely to their rightful homes? Who benefits from these acts of 

discrimination and in what pretext? Even though the Kosovo RAE minority was excluded from the "Humanitarian Evacua-
tion Program," in 1999, how then instead, could this minority fabricate the same worthiness to qualify and deserve the same 

human rights as those who were included in the "Humanitarian Evacuation Program of 1999?" 
 

The Kosovo RAE Refugees in Macedonia thought that at least by the year 2003, a solution to their "countrylessness" would 
have been solved. But as can clearly be seen, 2003 is becoming the same as the previous years, only worse, in a moving 

backwards instead of forwards direction. The UNHCR or International Community has been notorious for finding temporary 
solutions instead of insisting on supporting the Refugees rightful safe return to their homeland, Kosovo. Has this truly been 
the justifiable mandate being implemented in the Balkans from even before the onset of the NATO bombing in 1999? The 

RAE Refugees are going in circles, no where.  
 

Repor ts from the First 2003 Quar ter : 
 

Annual Repor t 
(2)  

 
 

In this report, the Kosovo RAE Refugee situation in Macedonia will be described in a one month period, 16 January - 19 
February, 2003: 
 
After December 2002, the situation in the camps got increasingly worse due to information that the UNHCR transmitted. 
This info claimed that the UNHCR office was going to interview specifically selected Refugees to participate in a resettle-
ment program in the USA. As a result of these interviews, 300 Refugees have been sent to the USA, in spite of the fact that 
the interview selection process was quite irregular, it consequently caused and resulted in a revolting by and amongst the 
Refugees.  
Despite the revolting of the Refugee, the UNHCR resumed interviewing the Refugees. 
 
ERRC requested conducting a research questionnaire based on the following questions to be asked from the Kosovo RAE 
Refugees in Macedonia:       

 
Why don’ t you return to Kosovo? 
Why don’ t you go to Yugoslavia?  

Why don’ t you want to stay in Macedonia? 
 
The research had been conducted in the Refugee Camps and included 37 completed Refugee questionnaires. Due to the diffi-
cult circumstances and the all prevailing fear of not being sent to the USA, many refugees refused to cooperate with us, 
therefore the number of unsuccessful interviews are much higher than 37. 
 
The main answer of the refugees were:  
 
Q: "Why don’ t you return to Kosovo?”   
A: The situation in Kosovo is not stabile yet so it is not safe for us to live there.”  and answers like; "We asked UNHCR to 
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send us collectively together to Kosovo and the answer from  the UNHCR was that there it is not safe yet for us to return you 
collectively. And now the UNHCR wants to send us back there individually!”   
 
Q: Why don’ t you go to Yugoslavia?  
A: “We didn’ t come as Refugees from Yugoslavia, but from Kosovo, and that is the territory we want to repatriate to, not to 
live as IDP©s in Serbia!" 
 
Q: Why don’ t you want to stay in Macedonia?”  
A: How could we possibly integrate here in Macedonia when there is the same picture here as was in Kosovo for us, ie, no 
safety, no rights, no work, no integration, no education, no livelihood, etc. Additionally, how can we integrate in Macedonia 
when, here in Macedonia, there are still Macedonian people, namely Roma, that haven©t been able to integrate, who since the 
crisis/war in 2001, haven©t been able to integrate in their villages of 100©s of years and have therefore been ethnically 
cleansed by their Albanian neighbors from these villages. This Macedonian Romani minority has now been classified as Ma-
cedonia©s "IDP©s," living in Collective Centers and host families, paying rent, electricity, water and who are largely unem-
ployed and whose children do not attend school and therefore have become "wards of the state." How can "WE," Kosovo 
Refugees, be expected to integrate here in Macedonia, as "ethnic outcasts" from Kosovo, when there are Macedonian "ethnic 
outcasts" for Macedonia to have to contend with first, whose homes and villages were also pillaged, destroyed and burnt, by 
the same group, only in this case, Macedonian Albanians, when the same Macedonian ethnic minorities are not able to inte-
grate and have become an extra economical and social burden for Macedonia and its government? Where could we possibly 
fit into a picture like this?   
 
Another problem is that UNHCR in Skopje, alleges to close the Suto Orizari Refugee Camp by 31 March 2003 and relocate 
the Refugees into private housing and partially to another collective center, Katlanovo, 25 km from Skopje.    
 
 
When we asked the Refugees what was their opinion about the closing of the Camp, they said that they are thinking of col-
lectively returning to Kosovo, even if the situation is not safe yet. 
In a meeting on 27.12.2002, with the UNHCR’s officer, Samuel Le Billan gave us information that the Refugees don’ t want 
to apply for Refugee status in Macedonia,  but on the other hand, up till now, there are 118 Kosovo persons, who came sepa-
rate from the ©99 ethnic cleansing, who had to apply for Refugee/asylum status in Macedonia, but have still not received an 
answer on being approved or not. The main reason for this is because Macedonia has not had a law for Asylum, nor any lob-
bying for this law. The remainder of the refugees, some 2800, who are classified with "TPP" status, have become very con-
fused by this because they can©t go to a "third country" as "ethnic outcasts" and they don©t want to stay in Macedonia either, 
and so the entire situation, for all the 3000 refugees is still completely unclear.   
 
19.02.2003 
Skopje, Macedonia 

(3) 
 

Information about the refugee situation here in Macedonia. On 13.03.03, a meeting was organized by Mr. Nezdet Mustafa 
(Former Suto Orizari Mayor and the recently voted new Romani representative in the Macedonian Parliament) and held in 

his office in the Parliament building. The participants were:  
 

Nezdet Mustafa 
M inistry of Social Policy &  Justice 

UNHCR – Skopje 
OSCE – Skopje 

Edo Hiseni – Sutka Mayor  
UN Monitoring Mission - MK   

Asmet Elezovski – DROM 
Djulisen Musliu – Refugee representative 

Ragip Ber isha – Refugee 
 

The Refugees were informed by Mr Berisha and Mr Musliu about the discussion that took place in this meeting later in the 
camp. They informed the Refugees in the camp the following info: 

 
This meeting was organized because, as we the refugees had heard, the camp will allegedly be closed by UNHCR on March 

31, 2003. 
 

The UNHCR representative said, “  we are going to close the camp on March 31.”    
 

UNHCR claimed that they will transfer approximately 300 refugees from Suto Orizari Camp to Katlanovo Camp where there 
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are already 320 Refugees from before. The remainder of the Refugees from Suto Orizari Camp must be transferred to private 
rental housing in the Sutka village. This idea was also supported by the Ministry of Social Policy and Justice because: 1. the 
Suto Orizari camp conditions are sub standard and also because 2. UNHCR’s budget has been allegedly decreased from this 

expense.  
 

However, this idea was not supported by Mr Nezdet Mustafa, Mr Edo Hiseni, Mr Asmet Elezovski and the Refugees. 
UNHCR’s threats still prevail, and if the Refugees refuse leave the camp, UNHCR threatens to shut off the water and elec-

tricity in the camp at the end of March.  
 

The Refugees claim that they will first wait until the end of March and refuse to leave the camp. But if UNHCR uses force 
against the Refugees, then, they will build a camp in front of UNHCR’s MK headquarters as a demonstration against 

UNHCR©s decision to fragment these families, once again.  
 

March 24, 2003 
 
 

REPORT 
(4) 

 
In submitting this report, we are informing you of the present status and situation in the Refugee Camps or “Collective Cen-
ters”  in Republic of Macedonia, that are accommodating the Kosovo RAE Refugees. We are informing you the reasons why 

we cannot interview a large number (30) of persons.  
 

In the past, the refugees were interviewed by the local Macedonian NGO’s who collected information from the refugees but 
there where no visible results or improvement in the status  of the interviewed persons. Because of this reason, the refugees 
have slowly started to refuse cooperating with providing information or answering to any questions pertaining to their plight 
from Kosovo because the past futile interviews only reminded them of their loss and stirred up their humanitarian tragedy,  
misleading them into believing that exposing their stories, might bring a useful solution to their unrelenting position as a 

“political football.”  
 

Whenever a local organization comes to interview them collectively or individually,  they do not cooperate, contrary to when 
a foreign organization, like UNHCR comes to interview them, the refugees cooperate immediately in hopes of being able to 
participate in a resettlement program in a third country, thus making our ERRC interviewing the refugee a most formidable 

task. 
 

An additional problem with non-cooperation, according to the refugees, is the fear that their stories might be published or 
misused and if and possibly when, in the case of  their possible repatriation to Kosovo, that someone might identify them and 

threaten their lives or the safety of their families based on information exposed in their testimonials. 
 

Our proposal is to interview and spend more time with the Macedonian Roma IDP’s who are the victims from the last con-
flict in northwest Macedonia, which resulted in the ethnic cleansing of some 3000 Macedonian Roma  ending up as IDP’s. 

Presently, there are still 600 Roma IDP’s accommodated alone in Camp Chichino Selo, near Skopje.  
 

We would need to locate and identify the IDP’s and the possible returnees, in order to interview them about the process of 
their respective situations, return or displacement. In addition to this, we are prepared to continue interviewing the Kosovo 

RAE Refugees who are willing to cooperate with us.  
 

We will keep you updated as to the most recent and current positive and negative situations regarding the Kosovo RAE refu-
gees in both collective centers and those privately housed as well. This would be in addition to all requests that you might 

present us to provide you with, in particular, research. We are open for cooperation. 
 

25.03.03 
 
 

Information 
(5) 

 
 
In the beginning of March, the Skopje UNHCR informed the Kosovo Refugees that at the end of March, the Camp Suto Ori-
zari will be closed. It is the intention of UNHCR to evacuate the Refugees from the Suto Orizari Camp and transfer as many 
of the families as possible to Katlanovo Camp, 25 km from Skopje and the remainder of them to live in Host Families in the 
local village, Suto Orizari. The UNHCR information claims to provide those families that agree to move into host families: 
0-18 years old children - 1500 denars = (25 Euros/$) per month 
18 years and older - 2000 denars (33 Euros/$) per month 
plus 600 denars (10 Euros/$) per month per person for extra food 
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Out of this money, the refugee families must pay the rent, electricity and water.  
 
Plus a rations package containing food and another package containing hygiene provisions. These packages will be distrib-
uted from a warehouse that the refugees will have to take at least 2 buses to get to and to take a taxi to transport the rations 
home in. The Refugees must sell a portion of their rations in order to pay for the expenses of this transport.   
 
UNHCR and The Macedonian Government will extend the "TPP" status in the future, following the evacuation of the camp 
Suto Orizari, to exclusively those refugees that agree to leave the camp. Those refusing to obey orders to evacuate the camp, 
will not get their status renewed and extended, leaving the Refugees with no updated Macedonian Classified Identification, 
forcing them to exist in Macedonia "illegally" and subjecting the those Refugees to "forced repatriation" to Kosovo and ena-
bling the International Community, when stopping and interrogating the Refugees by the Macedonian Police, to be escorted 
to the Kosovo border and deported from Macedonia to the throes of the Kosovo Albanians. The Kosovo Albanians who eth-
nically cleansed them and presently threatened them if upon their return to their former villages. But those Kosovo RAE 
Refugees obeying the evacuation orders, will get their "TPP" status extended until the end of September, 2003.  
 
A series of events have happened since UNHCR’s informing the refugees of the upcoming changes which have evolved into 
several incidents, which will be later be described in detail in this same document.  
 
The refugees refuse to be located in “host families”  because of several reasons. The Refugees are concerned that if located 
with “host families,”  this might allegedly imply loosing the possibility of ever leaving Macedonia as a collective group to 
repatriate to Kosovo. Several unresolved cases of property destruction, confiscation, unreported illegal “squatting”  which are 
all cases prevailed with threat if investigated are still at hand. In addition to this, there have been some refugees who have 
requested UNHCR to visit and report in their respective Kosovo villages, the degree of safety or danger for their well being, 
in these villages, if they were to return. In several cases, those refugees that requested this service were given documents, 
reported and written by UNHCR in Kosovo, stating that it was clearly unsafe to return presently, or any time in the near fu-
ture. If the refugees were to be absorbed by Macedonia and to integrate, this clear case of continued ethnic cleansing and 
blatant discrimination against the refugees in Kosovo would go unresolved without intervention by the local or “ International 
Protective Forces.”  It goes without saying, that the prevalent racism that exists in Kosovo today, against the Kosovo RAE 
Refugees, was initiated by the same people who presently threaten their safety if and when the Refugee were to return. 
 
If the refugees cannot return safely to Kosovo the question can be asked, “Who is responsible for the present absence of 
safety for the Kosovo RAE Minority in Kosovo today?”  
 
“Who is responsible for these crimes which were committed in the presence of NATO Peace Forces, UN and the Interna-
tional Community?”  
 
On 23.03.03, UNHCR and UNICEF came to the Suto Orizari Camp to remove the school containers from the camp, but the 
refugees didn’ t let them take the containers away. They protested and warded them off. 
 
On 24.03.03 the UNHCR,  sent an “ANNOUNCEMENT” saying that the camp will be closed in the end of April instead of 
the end of March. If the closing of the camp can be prolonged by 1 month, then why must it be closed at all? 
 
On, 26.03.03 at 10:30 in the Suto Orizari Collective Center in Skopje, Macedonia, the following incident occurred: UNHCR 
and UNICEF  arrived after having had a meeting with the Ministry of Interior Affairs deciding how to remove the school 
containers from the camp. There the decision was made to return to the Suto Orizari Camp, accompanied by the Macedonian 
Police protection with bulletproof vests, artillery, helmets, rifles, etc in case of violence and proceeded to remove the school 
containers with giant fork-lifts. Prior to the arrival of UNHCR, UNICEF and the police forces, the refugees tried to block 
their children’s school containers by placing garbage containers in front of them. When the police arrived in the camp, they 
started immediately pushing old women, children and all the refugees who were in the way, by force, to behind the contain-
ers, so as to gain access to the containers without resistance from the refugees. The police yanked 7 refugees, boys and men 
and abducted them and put them into a police jeep and beat them up. One of the boys was beaten with the back of a pistol. 
The boy’s hand was all bloody. 3 refugee women fainted and had to be driven to the hospital because they were in shock. 
(Photos, attached). The refugees have nothing against the Macedonian Police, but in their desperation, the refugees were only 
trying to protect the little school that the Refugee children had. 

After the incident had subsided, UNHCR treated the Macedonian police to sandwiches and juice.       
 
The opinion of the Refugees is, if the Macedonian government uses force against them: Does this mean that Macedonia 
doesn’ t want us here in their country?”  And: If we are not wanted here in Macedonia and not wanted in our homeland, Kos-
ovo, then isn’ t it the “ International Community’s”  responsibility to locate us in a country where our lives can return back to 
normalcy. 
 
Skopje, Macedonia 
26.03.03 
 

(6) 
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The latest update in regard to the recent, from April 1, 2003, The Governmental Organization, "UN Habitat" started inter-
viewing the Kosovo RAE Refugees in Macedonia about their land, property, houses, apartments, shares and possessions they 
had owned before leaving Kosovo in 1999 when ethnically cleansed. The interviews have been conducted in ROSH Commu-
nity Center in Suto Orizari. All the Refugees have participated in these interviews because it has given the refugees, for the 
first time since leaving Kosovo, the most hope for being compensated for their losses in Kosovo. In the beginning of April, a 
bus full of people from Sweden came to the Suto Orizari Camp. Some of them were students, teachers, human right©s activ-
ists from NGO©s, some were representing The Kronoberg County Association of Local Authorities headed by Mr. Harald 
Fredriksson: harald.fredr iksson@kronoberg.komforb.se 
 
Mr. Harald said, "The aim of our organization is to accept refugees into Sweden and also to send them, if possible, back to 
their place of origin." 
  
They were visiting the Balkans, with special interest in Pristina and all of the rest of the territories of Kosovo, to explore the 
possibilities of returning the Kosovo Albanians that had come to Sweden in 1999, before or after this year, to repatriate them 
to their place of origin, Kosovo. The Swedes had received information about the Kosovo RAE Refugees having had come to 
Macedonia and wanted to, in the same trip, visit the Kosovo RAE Refugees and observe their living conditions after having 
visited the Albanian©s reconstructed Kosovo.  
 
Mr Harald said, "When we return to Sweden, we will write a report to our government and also, if we build a camp in Swe-
den, would you, Kosovo RAE Refugees, like to come there?" The entourage photographed the Refugees and the camp. They 
said that they would publish this information in their newsletter and release this information to the public.  
 
On April 1, 2003, in the Skopje UNHCR office represented by MS. Karolina Lindholm, the Kosovo RAE Refugee Represen-
tatives in Macedonia came to state their demands and requests with regard to the incident involving police action while re-
moving the 4 school containers from their camp. The Refugees signed a petition that they had compiled showing that they 
want to return collectively to Kosovo. Ms. Karolina asked those Refugee Representatives to give her 2 days to think of how 
to answer to this statement. At the same time, the collective Refugee Body signed another petition, accusing UNHCR of 
breaking the agreement declared in the Geneva Convention of 1951, "protocol 1967."  They also asked UNHCR to organize 
a meeting with the head of UNMIK, Dr. Michael Steiner, the Administrator of Kosovo and the Kosovo Albanian authorities. 
Neither of them came to this meeting. But this meeting was to address their questions that they earlier had asked Ms. Karo-
lina.  But Dr. Steiner in hearing this question through UNHCR in Pristina, said, "NO" and did not support the idea of Refu-
gees collectively returning to Kosovo. He did not comment any further nor explain any reasons for this statement.  
 
 
Some questions from a Kosovo RAE "Refugee" in R. of  Macedonia for The International Community 

(7) 
 
 
1. Whatever system, categorization, defining or qualification was used to recruit Kosovo Ethnic Albanians to third countries, 
why wouldn©t the same system be used for bringing in an equivalent group of  RAE "refugees" in Macedonia to third coun-
tries? 
 

2. How did the Kosovo RAE "refugees," in 1999 get qualified as THAP/TPP©s and the Kosovo Ethnic 
Albanians not? 

 
3. In the year 2000, the Former USA President, Bill Clinton was quoted to say, "in 2001, USA will take 

a quota of 22,000 refugees from FRY. He confirmed saying this by signing this quota.    
 
“ When the THAP/TPP Status is expired, the Kosovo RAE "refugees" will be under the jurisdiction of the Law on Movement 
and Residence of Aliens and you may apply for asylum…." 
 
4. How is the extension of THAP/TPP Status determined in the case of the Kosovo RAE Refugees, when their repatriation 
depends on the reconstruction of the Kosovo government and society, which were instrumental in the ethnic cleansing of the 
RAE "refugees" out of Kosovo?   
 
5. If The Kosovo RAE "refugees" are not momentarily in a country where there is asylum, how then can they take advantage 
of their right to apply for asylum?  
 
6. Can the Kosovo RAE "refugees" exercise their legal right to apply for asylum or will extending their THAP/TPP Status 
prevent them from this?                                                                                                                    
  
“ THAP/TPP Status is available to FRY citizens who are in danger to return to the country which he/she has already left be-
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cause of violence, foreign aggression, civil war, massive violation of human rights or under other circumstances that seri-
ously suspend public order and security…”  
 
7. Given the above, the Kosovo RAE "refugees" are clearly not able to repatriate, they are then frozen in THAP/TPP Status 
indefinitely. How can there be a discussion about their legal right’s when the political situation in Kosovo governs the lives 
and repatriation of these Kosovo RAE "Refugees," their standard of living, education, sustenance, freedom of mobility, exer-
cising of citizen right’s anywhere in the world and the possibility of international representation in a court of demands for 
rights to live without THAP/TPP Status depriving them from a normal thriving life? 

 
8. Kept in this suspended contradictory state of “protection”  called THAP/TPP Status, those Kosovo RAE "Refugees" that 
can collect the disproportionate amounts of money to bring or send their families “ illegally”  into a third country, only creat-
ing another problem, that of the "black market.". And if they don’ t apply for asylum in those third countries and become a 
dependent of that country, then they remain again, without rights, without legal employment, thus feeding the “underworld of 
legalized corruption.”  Since the entry of some 10,000 RAE "refugees" from Kosovo into Macedonia, about 2/3 of them have 
left Macedonia. Why is legal entry in those third countries not happening for the Kosovo RAE “Refugees,”  like for the Eth-
nic Albanians from Kosovo and for the same legal way to have access to equal opportunity to be utilized by the Kosovo RAE 
“Refugees”  to enter into third countries?  
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Report of local mediators from region of Kosovo housed in R. Macedonia with P.H.Z.L. status, Skopje, Macedonia 
Collective Centre “ Suto Orizari”  
 
1. Djuljisen Musljija 
Gasnjani Muharem 
 
E-mail: refugeek@sonet.com.mk 
Mob. Tel. 00 389 (0) 70 / 596 676 

      00 389 (0) 70 / 803 896 
 

BECAUSE OF THE INCIDENT IN COLLECTIVE CENTRE SUTO ORI-
ZARI  

 
By side of Macedonian government and Ministry of labour and social policy of Macedonia and UNHCR 

with residence in Skopje was brought a decision till 31.03.2003 year definitely to be closed the collective centre 
Suto Orizari and the refugees to be transfer in private homes on territory of R. Macedonia, where mostly are 
housed refugees from Kosovo, refugees who are in R. Macedonia after the peaceful agreement of NATO Alliance 
and ex authorities of Serbia in 1999 year and after the return of exiled Albanians by the ex Serbian authorities 
and entrance of KFOR on Kosovo. 

 
On day 20.02.2003 year were stopped all activities in the collective centre Suto Orizari around school 

education that was realizing inside of the camp, from 1st to 4th grade of primary school. That provoke a dissatisfac-
tion and revolt at students and parents, because all activities of school education are stopping before the deadline 
by the UP MENTION INSTITUTIONS and humanitarian organizations: UNHCR and UNICEF. 

 
With voluntary work of some refugees with some education was realizing teaching in the same rooms 

where was realizing earlier, but with out technical means, because UNHCR and UNICEF took it and bring some-
where, to us unknown. The refugees were realizing the teaching with aim children who were visiting regularly 
teaching to continue with that.  

 
On day 21.03.2003 year KFOR and technical equipment came to load the containers where children real-

izing teaching. In presence of representative of UNHCR mr. Diego the containers were loaded in special vehicles. 
In that time the parents of the children spontaneous get together with their children and stopped the vehicle with 
their human shields. When the representatives of KFOR saw that taking away of the containers where children 
are realizing teaching is not right, they immediately returned the containers on the places where they were. They 
didn’t put attention on mr. Diego, the representative of UNHCR who was initiating them to they don’t put attention 
on the requests of children’s parents. That day the students continued their teaching in provisory rooms. 

 
On day 24.03.2003 year the persistence of the representative of UNHCR mr. Diego by every price to be 

taken the containers where students are realizing teaching is ACTUAL again with coming of vehicles for load of 
the containers and six (6) members of police. Again with big requests by side of parents and children to leave 
children to realizing teaching till the date of closing of the camp, a deadline established by the mention institu-
tions.  

The requests of the parents and the children came on understanding by side of police and was allowed 
that day children to continue with teaching. 

 
Day: 27.03.2003 year 
The dissatisfaction of UNHCR, because KFOR and the Macedonian police are tolerating the refugees 

and supporting the democratic human rights and respect the Geneva Convention 1951 and article 67, the work-
ers of UNHCR found some weak point: 
Ministry of Interior Affairs 

Ministry of Labour and Social Policy 
 
Humanitarian organizations UNHCR and UNICEF are USING METHODS OF SCARING OF STUDENTS AND 
CHILDREN’S PARENTS WITH USE OF PHYSICAL FORCE OF SPECIAL UNITS OF POLICE  
 
Around 70 members of special police equipment for quick interventions and full equipment, with their vehicles 
blocked the enter and exit in the Collective centre. In that time period spontaneous the refugees from collective 
centre get together and made a human shield around the containers where their children in that moment were 
realizing teaching and with peaceful requests were asking from the police to leave the containers where students 
are realizing teaching with aim to they don’t miss from the studying till 31.03.2003 year. From the revolt and nerv-
ous of the refugees some refugees told some bad words. On that words of the refugees the police didn’t reacted. 
With decision of the representative of UNHCR who was present that day and the representative of EMIGRATION 
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OFFICE was ordered to bring the refugees in the police vehicles. That was done. Some refugees were brutally 
taking in the police vehicles. With that was provoked remaining of the events from 1999 year. With the brutality 
was wake up the STRESS AND TRAUMAS AT CHILDREN AND WOMEN. To the police is unknown that refu-
gees are ill from that kind of illness. The members of police get impression that refugees wants physical to settle 
accounts with them. Police officers not thinking in what condition are the refugees were hitting every person that 
was there, children, women, old people and invalids. The misunderstanding happened because UNHCR didn’t 
explain to the police the condition of the refugees in the collective centre, their rights according the Geneva Con-
vention. UNHCR presented the refugees as aggressive and with weapon.  
 
The police won with use of physical force. The containers were loaded in the vehicles. The refugees didn’t give 
resistance, because the police beat them.  
Easy were injured 32 women and children. 
Hardly were injured the following persons: 
 
- BAJRUS BAJRAMI: 33 years old father of five (5) children from whom three are going on the teaching in the 
camp and who in that time were in the school. BAJRUS get hard injuries in part of down limbs, in part of stomach 
where are noticeable evidences from police boot, in part of spine are noticeable shocks form police sticks, hitting 
with helmet directly in the face, he have injuries of lips, easy brain concussion. In the moment he is on home 
treatment, because is not allowed adequate hospital treatment.  
 
- VAHIDE ALJIJA: 56 years old mothers of 8 (eight) children. With the provoked incident her children were in 
hands of police. Suddenly she started to breath with difficulties and to lose consciousness. With emergence car 
she was taken to the state hospital where was concluded second infract. For 24 hours she was in the cardiologic 
centre and then return in the collective centre Suto Orizari. In the moment she is on home treatment with out ade-
quate help. 
- SAFET SABANI: 29 years old, from big number of uniformed police officers he fall in depression, he is in de-
pressive condition and on home treatment.             
 
NOTE: 
To all injured refugees who were injured by side of the police, the doctors in the collective centre didn’t gave them 
instruction for some hospital institutions. 
All that happened in presence of representative of UNHCR, UNICEF and representative of Emigration office. 
 
For successful realization of the work by side of the police special units, for taking away of the containers were 
children were realizing teaching in the collective centre, UNHCR feast the police with one hamburger and one 
coca cola.  
Day: 10.03.2003 year 
Around closing of the collective centre Suto Orizari on the together meeting organized by the member of Macedo-
nian Parliament – mr. Nezdet Mustafa were present: 
Mayor of Suto Orizari – Erduan Iseni 
State secretary in Ministry for labour and social policy – Aco Janevski 
Ministry of Interior Affairs – mr. Jovanovski Radivoja 
R.O.Z.P.R. – Saban Saliju 
RCC “DROM” – Asmet Elezovski 
OSCE – mr. Harald Schenker 
European Monitoring Mission 
Helsinki Committee – mrs. Mirjana Najcevska 
UNHCR – representatives Karolina Lindholm, Amin Avad 

Refugee Committee – Djuljisen Muslija 
 
On the meeting was brought a decision the staying of the refugees in collective centre Suto Orizari to be contin-
ued for additional thirty (30) days from the last decision. MINISTRY FOR LABOUR AND SOCIAL POLICY ac-
cepted the decision and also the decision was official confirmed and signed by United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees. 
Is asking the question: with what methods will realizing the decision for continuing of the staying in the collective 
centre Suto Orizari for 30 more days by side of the mention institution and humanitarian organization? 
The refugees are in condition of stress and traumas, especial children and women. According the decision of 
UNHCR and UNICEF children should visit school out of the collective centre. At children is present fear and opin-
ion that again police will beat them and their parents at schools. 
   
Day: 30.03.2003 year 
Local mediators  
1. Djuljisen Musljija 
Gasnjani Muharem  /Collective centre Suto Orizari, Skopje, Macedonia  
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Bucharest, Romania, February 6-9, 2003 
 
The undersigned Romani and non-Romani participants present at the Evaluation Meeting of the ODIHR Project 
on Roma within the Stability Pact in Southeastern Europe, entitled "Mainstreaming, Empowering and Network-
ing Roma Communities as Full Participants in Post Crisis Management, Good Governance and Development of a 
Sustainable Civil Society in South Eastern Europe"  
 
express their deep concern at the  anti-migrant policies being developed by a Fortress Europe impregnated by anti-
Romani feelings. 
 
They are particularly distressed by the following recent events: 
  
Germany has expelled reportedly over 10,000 Roma to Serbia and Montenegro, including Roma from Kosovo, 
ethnically cleansed from the province from 1999 onwards; 
 
In an atmosphere thick with anti-Romani sentiment, France and Romania have entered into close cooperation to 
assist in the so-called "voluntary repatriation" of Roma to Romania from France; at the same time Romanian au-
thorities have stopped Roma from leaving Romania, in violation of their fundamental human rights; 
 
The United Kingdom has expelled groups of Czech Roma on camera and for the media, apparently in an attempt 
to humiliate them, and to scare off more Roma from coming to Britain. 
 
 
The Conference participants: 
Affirm the principle that migration is a fact; policies defining migration as a problem lead directly to the humilia-
tion of millions of people and insult the ancestors of everyone; 
 
Condemn unequivocally as fundamentally degrading to all Roma the on-going policies and actions by European 
governments aimed at forcing Roma to go to and/or stay in Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe, infected as 
they are with anti-Romani sentiment; 
 
Express grave concern that government policies aimed at forcing Roma to go to and/or stay in the countries of 
Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe corrode and corrupt with the anathema phenomenon of racism the so-
cieties of Europe, as well as deliberately and senselessly give rise to the threat of serious human rights abuse of 
Roma, in contravention of international law and basic European values; 
 
Call upon Western European governments to cease immediately the systematic expulsion of Roma from Western 
Europe and to provide: (i) the surrogate protection guaranteed by the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of 
Refugees ("1951 Geneva Convention") to any and all Roma who are determined to be refugees; (ii) comprehen-
sive policies to integrate Roma into the societies in which they live. 
 
 
 
 
1. Rudko Kawczynski (Roma National Congress, Germany) 
2. Florin Cioaba (International Romani Union, Romania) 
3. Letitia Mark (Gypsy Women©s Association "For Our Children", Romania) 
4. Nadica Balog (Roma Heart, Croatia) 
5. Radmila Zecirovic (U.R. Amarilis, Serbia) 
6. Tom Wilson (Romani CRISS, Romania) 
7. Rut Feuk, Sweden 
8. Brahim Music (Terninano Berno, France) 
9. Viktor Famulson (International Romani Union, Czech Republic) 
10. Vasile Burtea, Romania 
11. Ciprian Meale, M.M.A., Romania 
12. Zenelj Berisha, Kosovo 
13. Rubin Zemon (Balkan Union of Egyptians, Macedonia) 
14. Haxhi Zulfi Merxha (Presidency of the Kosovo Assembly) 



 

Page 33 

15. Sejdo Jasarov, freelancer, Macedonia 
16. Asmet Elezovski (Roma National Congress, Macedonia) 
17. Zeljko Jovanovic, Serbia 
18. Nadire Selman (Roma Association "Esma", Macedonia) 
19. Claude Cahn (European Roma Rights Center, Hungary) 
20. Martin Demirovski, “Romanistan” (Macedonia) 
21. Nezdet Mustafa, Macedonia 
22. Zivoin Mitrovic (Roma Heart, Serbia) 
23. Costel Bercus (Romani CRISS, Romania) 
24. Nora Costache, Romania 
25. Jelena Jovanovic, Voivodina 
26. Pellumb Fortuna, Albania 
27. Ferhat Hasan, Macedonia  
28. Erduan Iseni (mayor, Macedonia) 
29. Danijela Antonisevic (Romani Women©s Center "Heart", Serbia) 
30. Magda Matache (Romani CRISS, Romania) 
31. Ragalie Florea, Romania 
32. Loghin Dina, S.E.F., Romania 
33. Zainea Stefan, Diplomat 
34. Ivan Gheorghe (Partida Rromilor, Romania) 
35. Nicolae Gheorghe, Romania  
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Sarajevo, 27th of January 2003 
 
Recommendations made by RAE IDP and refugee representatives 
 
Considering the fact that at this moment in most of the Balkan countries there are no existing laws that could potentially 
solve the acute issues concerning R.A.E. IDPs and refugees an analysis has been made on all the existing documents and 
statements adopted during a number of meetings dedicated to the aforementioned issue. Some of those meetings are the In-
ternational Roma Meeting in Lodz-Poland (1-3 May, 2002), as well as the debates organised within the framework of the 
program “Roma and Stability Pact in South Eastern Europe”  such as the meeting in Sibiu-Romania (23 August, 2002), 
Budva-Montenegro (5-6 November), and the meeting in Skopje- Macedonia (27-28 December). Also having in mind the 
provisions of the 1951 Geneva Convention, the 1967 Protocol on the status of the refugees as well as the Universal Declara-
tion on Human Rights as well as a number of other international documents, We, the representatives of the Roma, Askha-
elia and Egyptian IDPs, refugees and returnees, as well the representatives of the Roma NGOs, par ticipants at the 
Sarajevo regional round-table (January 27-28, 2002) adopted the following recommendations that are going to be 
presented to the governments of the respective countr ies to the international organisations: 
 

The problem of RAE refugees and IDPs in the Balkans and Europe needs more attention by the respective governments 
as well as enough political will to treat the issue not exclusively as “ temporary protection”  on humanitarian 
grounds. 

 
We are particularly concerned about the forced returns of RAE refugees originating from Kosovo - FRY and the other 

Balkan countries from the main asylum giving countries, unless relevant conditions, such as security, freedom of 
movement, socio-economic prosperity are fulfilled, and until the final status of Kosovo is solved. 

 
In this context, the RAE participants at the Sarajevo Meeting are endorsing the conclusion of the 9th Joint 

UNCHR/OSCE Assessment of the situation of ethnic minorities in Kosovo(April 2002) as well as the conclusions of 
the  UNCHR Update on the Situation of Roma, Askhaelia, Egyptian, Bosniaks and Gorani in Kosovo, January 
2003. 

 
We are particularly worried about the announcement of the authorities of the FRY and of other main asylum giving countries 
that it would be possible to begin large-scale returns of ethnic minorities to Kosovo in Spring 2003. We are against any kind 
of forced returns of refugees originating from Kosovo FRY and other Balkans countries until relevant conditions, such as 
security, freedom of movement, socio-economic prosperity are fulfilled and until the final status of Kosovo as a factor of 
Stability on Balkan is resolved. 

Taking in consideration the fact that the long-term displacement of a large number of Roma, Askhaelia and Egyptians 
from Kosovo will continue, we ask the States which generously offered temporary protection, to provide possibili-
ties for  local integration of all those IDPs and Refugees through: 

 
·  Appropriate adjustments of the legal and institutional provisions pertaining to full citizenship, issuing of the IDs, access 
to social services, housing, schooling, health, employment. 
·  Case-by-case approach with regards to the return to the country of origin, which should be done on voluntary bases. 
Intense dialogue and confidence building measures in the relations to majority population and local authorities. 
 

Due to the fact that there are no existing laws for IDPs and refugees in the Balkan countries we consider it necessary to 
consider the possibility of temporary evacuation to third countries (if needed to be defined by special agreement in 
which the return to the place of origin would be specified by limited time-frame). 

 
To organise a Peace Conference for the Roma of the South-eastern Europe, with the aim to solve the status of the Roma 

population in the region as legitimate constituencies in a comprehensive way. Also the aim of the Conference 
would be to find possible solutions for the issues of migration, asylum, refugee and IDPs, return reintegration. This 
kind of a Conference would contribute in finding peaceful political ways of resolving the Balkan crisis. The Con-
ference has to ensure the full participation of the representatives of the States of origin and the States hosting refu-
gees and IDPs, as well as Roma MPs, representatives of the IDPs and refugees, representatives of the International 
Roma organisations and of other relevant organisations. We would like to remind of the fact that such a Conference 
has already been organised by the International Romani organisations and the European civic associations in Buda-
pest in 1995 and in Guernica, 1997. As a preparatory step, we ask the Stability Pact for the SEE to organise a high-
level discussion on Roma and IDP issues as part of its recently launched Migration, Refugees, Return Initiative –
MARRI.  

 
 

We ask the organisers of the Sarajevo Meeting - the OSCE Filed Missions, the UNCHR country Offices, the Offices of the 
Council of Europe - to intermediate and assist in organising meetings between delegations of RAE, IDPs and refugees on one 
side, and the representatives of the Kosovo authorities as well as with the authorities in Serbia and Montenegro/ FRY on the 
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other. Intermediation and assistance in organising meetings with representatives of the States in which they currently reside 
is also strongly encouraged. The aim of those meetings would be to ensure adequate representation and participation of RAE 
IDP and refugee in any policy measures which may affect their future status, in particular policy measures for their return 
(voluntary or involuntary) in Kosovo, reconstruction of destroyed houses and settlements, reintegration in the Kosovo soci-
ety. 

 
WE express our interest in systematic collection of information regarding the newly implemented institutional structure of 
the Kosovo Provisional Self-Government and the opportunities for institutionalised representation and participation of the 
ethnic minorities in the municipal structures. 

 
WE ask the OSCE institutions, in particular the OSCE/ODIHR to support the participation of a delegation of the RAE IDP 
and refugee representatives at the OSCE Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting in Vienna on 10-11 April 2003. We 
suggest that in the frameworks of the OSCE SHDM a special workshop is organised in which the issue of Roma in South-
eastern Europe will be discussed. We also suggest that specific proposals regarding the problems of the RAE refugees and 
IDPs are implemented in the forthcoming OSCE Action Plan for Roma and Sinti. 

 
We pledge our active contribution to implement these recommendations by setting up a structure of self-organisation and 
representation of RAE refugees and IDPs which may reach legitimacy among themselves as well as credibility in relation 
with the authorities of the countries in which they reside, the representatives of the international organisations, and the NGOs 
which are actively engaged in the protection of our basic rights and freedoms. 
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The refugees are protesting and looking for their rights even during their national holidays. 
 
Today is 6th May, the traditional Roma holiday in the Balkans under the name of Erdelez. Due to the situation they are 
“enjoying”  in these regions especially the refugees and their status in Macedonia the revolt of the refugees towards UNHCR, 
the institutions of Macedonia, Roma and non-Roma organizations is continuing. 
 
With the decision of the government in cooperation with UNHCR the camp “Suto Orizari”  with more than 850 refugees from 
Kosovo is no longer existing since 30th April, officially. The refugees at this moment don’ t have any status. They are given 
an ultimatum that their temporarily status as persons under humanitarian aid will be continued if they accept to be accommo-
dated in private houses, which means that they have to find accommodation on their own if they want to stay in Macedonia. 
At this very moment they have no status. 
The refugees are protesting since 30th April and today they went to the commune of Suto Orizare demanding an official atti-
tude on their problem. The unofficial mayor Erdoan Iseni met the refugees.  
 
The crowd was protesting in front of the Roma NGO Avutnipe, an organization financially supported by UNHCR in giving 
legal help to the refugees. The refugees are revolted of the so far activities of these organization representatives. During the 
protests there were smaller incidents; the windows of the NGO Avutnipe were broken. It was demanded that the representa-
tives of Avutnipe should start protecting the rights of the refugees, not the project Legal Help that gave no results for the 
situation of the refugees. The refugees will protest tomorrow in front of the foreign embassies in Skopje and in front of 
UNHCR. 
Their demands are: 
Return to Kosovo or 

Contingent leaving into third countries. 
 
The refugees don’ t have any help and most tragically they are bearing their misery on their own caused by some others’  in-
terests, but they are ready to go through in order to fulfill their rights. You can receive more information about these happen-
ings and the activities of the refugees in the camp Suto Orizare on the following phone numbers: 
Muharem 
++389 70 596 676 
Djulishan 
++389 70 803 896 
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